
Nuna Resources, Inc. 
P.O. Box 220387 
Anchorage, Alaska 99522 

July 23, 2012 

Ms. Lisa Jackson, Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. EPA Headquarters, Ariel Roios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Office of Environmental Information Docket (Mail Code: 2822T) 
Docket# EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: Docket# EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276, Draft Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon 
Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska 

Dear Administrator Jackson: 

We write to you protesting in the strongest terms the EPA's insensitive and possibly unlawful handling of 
the draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment and refusal to extend the public comment period to 
accommodate our desire to thoroughly review the document and meaningfully participate in the public 
comment process. Our people have lived in the Bristol Bay region for thousands of years, and we know 
intimately its land, water and wildlife. But your agency has set in motion a potentially massive federal 
takeover of state, native, and village corporation lands in Alaska, without any regard for the views of our 
communities. 

The process has been rushed, denying us the chance to meaningfully respond to a massive government 
report which could shape the environment and economy of southwestern Alaska for generations. Your 
officials have refused to slow down the process, rushed out at a time when we have been pursuing our 
traditional subsistence activities during the busiest time of the year. Included with this letter are 
signatures from hundreds of Alaskans, primarily Alaska Natives, letters from Alaska Native Regional 
Corporations, Alaska Native Village Corporations, and Alaska Native Tribal Governments asking the EPA 
to extend the public comment period for this rushed document. 

You have declined to meet personally with us, even though we live in the very land you are being asked 
to protect. We have been ignored, disenfranchised, and left to conclude that politics, rather than facts, 
science, and the true needs of our people and culture is driving the EPA's actions. And this is highly 
disappointing. 

The recent actions of EPA's Region 10 office in Seattle strongly suggest your agency plans to exert 
federal Clean Water Act authority across more than 20,000 square miles of Alaska - an area roughly the 
size of Virginia. The draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment released on May 18 concluded that 
developing the region's rich mineral resources could impact the region's salmon population. It also said 
these conclusions could compel EPA to invoke Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act to effectively veto 
the project before any proposals have been drawn up or permit applications filed. It would be the first time 
in the agency's history that such an action was taken, before a plan is even on the table so we (and 
presumably your agency) can evaluate it. 
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We believe this draft report is aimed squarely at stopping the Pebble Partnership's proposed copper 
mine, which would be located on state land near Nondalton, lliamna and Newhalen. While the Partnership 
has yet to release a final mine plan and we have yet to take a position on the possible mine, the project is 
opposed by national environmental groups. Those groups have been lobbying your agency to creatively 
invoke Section 404(c) and end the permitting process for the mine before it can even begin. We believe 
that pressure from environmental groups influenced EPA's decision to give the public just 60 days to 
provide comment on the draft. The comment period ends July 23 - today - which puts our communities in 
an impossible position. 

For Native Alaskans, this is an extraordinarily busy time of year. In our communities, the summer months 
are devoted to subsistence hunting and fishing activities, as well as commercial fishing. People are 
working long hours gathering enough food, stocking freezers, and earning enough money to make it 
through the long winter; we simply do not have time to review a draft report hundreds of pages long which 
cites hundreds of other studies. Plainly put, we need more time to consider this draft report. We ask you 
to reconsider this and extend the comment period. We need to decide for ourselves if the EPA did a 
good job or a bad job, and whether we trust your agency to decide how state land should or should not be 
used now or in the future. 

We also need more time to determine whether the criticisms of EPA's report, from stakeholders including 
the Pebble Partnership and the State of Alaska, have merit. For instance, Pebble says that because it has 
not completed and released a mine plan, or applied for any permits, EPA based its report on a 
hypothetical mine that was poorly built, poorly run and therefore guaranteed to harm the environment. 
The Partnership, which has spent more than $120 million over the past five years on scientific research 
on the local environment, also says the EPA's one-year study was rushed and filled with errors. Once 
again, we need more time to weigh the arguments so we can decide for ourselves what's best for our 
communities, and let the EPA know what we think. 

Unfortunately, our earnest requests to EPA for a 180-day extension of the public comment period were 
ignored. We were effectively told to choose between gathering food for the winter and spending the 
summer reading a huge government report and writing to the EPA about it. But, in truth, we really had no 
choice - summer is the only time we can provide for our families. The Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971 guarantees our communities "maximum participation" in decisions that affect us, but the 
arbitrary deadline for public comments guaranteed we were locked out of the decision-making process. 
This is a disgrace. If EPA officials can make time for environmental groups headquartered in New York 
and San Francisco, then they should be able to make time for us concerning substantive sessions, not 
pro forma meetings. 

The EPA's decision to invoke, or not invoke, Section 404(c) is a critical issue that may have far reaching 
impacts on the future of our people. Our communities face severe challenges, including extremely high 
living costs, low incomes, declining populations and very few year round jobs. To survive and grow, we 
need economic development and jobs as well as a healthy environment, and we need the EPA to fully 
understand this before the agency makes any decisions. 

If the Pebble mine can be built and operated in a manner that protects the environment, it would provide 
the kind of economic development our communities desperately need. Jobs that could help people live 
comfortably here, even when gasoline costs $9 a gallon, a gallon of milk can cost more than $10, and 
electricity prices are five times the national average or more. Those jobs would also support our families 
and help revive our communities. Due to chronic unemployment, our children are moving away to find 
work. If there is more work here, they may not have to leave, and some of our children who have already 
left may return. 

We still do not know if this will happen. We do not know enough about the EPA's draft watershed 
assessment, or the Pebble Partnership's mine plan, to say whether a multi-billion dollar copper mine 
should be built. And even if the EPA does not try to exercise very questionable and risky interpretations of 
the 404(c) to preemptively veto the Pebble proposal, the mine may not win approval under the regular 
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permitting process, which involves a dozen or more state and federal regulatory agencies and will last 
several years. 

But one thing is clear: there's no credible reason to rush the completion or the public comment 
period of the EPA's draft watershed assessment. 

We are genuinely worried that the EPA is about to consign our communities to a permanent economic 
depression by rushing to pre-emptively invoke Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act before all the facts 
are known. This is the most important environmental and economic decision in the history of our region 
and your agency is ignoring the people who stand to be most affected by that decision. This is a shameful 
day for the EPA, and it marks a new low in relations between Native Alaskans and the federal 
government. 

Sincerely, 

,,/) 

ft;t~;:san 
Board Member, Nuna Resources 

Board Member, Nuna Resources 

Cc: Congressman Don Young 
Senator Lisa Murkowski 
Senator Mark Begich 
Governor Sean Parnell 

Reimers 
Board Member, Nuna Resources 

Mr. Dennis Mclerran, EPA Region 10 Administrator 
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Assessment 
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to to 
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ILIAMNA VILLAGE COUNCIL 

P.O. BOX 286 

I LIAM NA, ALASKA 99606 

PHONE (907) 571-1246 FAX (907) 571-1256 

RESOLUTION 2012-013 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) TO MOVE 
DEADLINE FROM JULY 23, 2012 TO THE 3R0 WEEK OF OCTOBER 2012 FOR THE BRISTOL 
BAY WATERSHED ASSESSMENT 

WHEREAS; the Iliamna Village Council is a governing body of the Native Village of Iliamna, a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe; and 

WHEREAS; the Iliamna Village Council voted to request the EPA to change the deadline for public 
comment regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment from July 23, 2012 to the end 
of October, 2012. 

WHEREAS; EPA has not agreed to extend the deadline as per Bristol Bay Native Corporation dated 
July 5, 2012, entitled "BBNC commends EPA decision to the extend deadline"; and 

WHEREAS; the Iliamna Village Council requests that the decision to not extend the hearings by EPA 
BE AMENDED to accept final comments be moved to the 3rd week of October, 2012. 

The purpose for extending the deadline of July 23, 2012 would allow the commercial 
fisherman, the berry pickers, and the hunters for moose and caribou to complete their 
annual harvests for their subsistence way of life. The July 23, 2012 deadline for public 
comment regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment proposed by EPA is in direct 
conflict with "our" most busiest time of the year; and 

WHEREAS; the Tribes, Villages, Cities, Boroughs and Municipalities of Bristol Bay need to digest 
and determine" ALL" consequences of the Watershed Assessment on all USE, including 
and not limited to land use, recreational and development activities on those lands that 
the Bristol Bay Watershed encompasses; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Iliamna Village Council has voted to request the EPA to 
have a final comment deadline be moved from July 23, 2012 to the 3rd week of October whlch would 
give more time for all public comment regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. 

CERTIFICATION 

This resolution was duly considered and adopted at the meeting of the Iliamna Village Council called 
and convened this 16th day of July 2012 by a vote of~ in favor _Q_ against, _Q_abstain 

~~ ~,,,;d<'1f- ~ ~ ~ 
Lorene Anelon, President M~ eAfle1on, Member 
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ALASKA PENINSULA CORPORATION 
(' IF: LL ' LTD 

2221 E. Northern Lights Boulevard, Suite 119, Anchorage AK 99508 

Phone: 907-274-2433 +Fax: 907-274-8694 

Email: mjnlels~_l1_@alaskap_enin~t1JC1QQIPJ;Ol11 

June 6, 2012 

Mr. Dennis McLerran, Regional 
Administrator 
EPARegionX 

Via mail and email: 

Ms. Lisa Jackson, Administrator 
USEP A Headquarters 
Ariel Rios Building 

RA 140 
1200 Sixth A venue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

1200 Pennsylvania A venue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
JgQ_ksonJ i sp@,,yp a. gov 

M cLerran. Denni~@QP-<HTI<liJ,Qp<!..gQY 

Office of Environmental Information (OEI) Docket (Mail Code 28225) 
Docket #EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20450 
0 RD. }2Q_Q1~E,'J@_QJ2Cl,gQ_Y 

RE: Request for Extension of Public Comment Period 
EPA Draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Alaska Peninsula Corporation (APC) requests an extension of at least 60 days for the 
public comment period related to the EPA Draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. The 
current 60-day comment period is clearly inadequate for the public to address the 
technical and legal merits of the assessment in question. More to the point, it is 
impossible for APC, a major stakeholder, to respond in the window now outlined by 
EPA. 

APC is an Alaska Native village corporation within the meaning of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act. Our villages include Newhalen, Kokhanok, South Naknek, 
U gashik and Port Heiden. The release of the draft Watershed Assessment coincides with 
the busiest time of the year for our shareholders. For, as you know, our shareholders 
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Environmental Protection Agency 
June 6, 2012 
Page 2 of2 

reside in the Bristol Bay watershed, and are engaged in subsistence hunting and fishing, 
as well as commercial fishing during the shmi window the EPA is presently allowing for 
public comments. APC 's management, likewise, is also engaged in preparations for 
cultural and commercial fishing opportunities this summer. Having completed the 
watershed study, I am sure you are aware that the sockeye salmon run occurs in June and 
July. It is simply impossible for our shareholders to have any meaningful input into the 
draft Watershed Assessment, where the deadline for comments coincides with the end of 
the commercial fishing season and the commencement of the busy subsistence season. 

Alaska Peninsula Corporation is also handicapped by the lack of supporting documents. 
We do not have access to the more than 2,000 documents that appear to be cited 
throughout the report and that are not included in the draft assessment. There is also a 
lack of scientific vetting scrutinized by multiple state and federal agencies, a matter of 
immense importance to us in undertaking any meaningful review and participating in 
public comment. 

A July deadline also constitutes further proof of EPA's apparent disregard of ANCSA's 
command at Section 2(b) requiring maximum participation by Natives in decisions 
affecting their rights and property. The short window disenfranchises even APC from 
minimal participation. Further, the short comment period also appears to violate the 
EPA's own policy on consultation with Native American and Alaska Native Tribes. You 
cannot have meaningful participation, much less public comment, in the absence of 
consultation with the villages making up APC and for whom APC holds lands and other 
benefits received as a result of ANCSA. 

APC therefore requests that the public comment period be continued for at least another 
60 days, through mid-September at a minimum, that an electronic repository be made 
available in Alaska for the thousands of pages referenced documents, and that meaningful 
participation be permitted. 

We look forward to your earliest favorable response. 

Very truly yours, 

ALASKA PENINSULA CORPORATION 

7/~y~ 
Mary Jane Nielsen, President 

cc: Senator Lisa Murkowski, Kristen Daimlg:@Jrt!.!.rl"owski.sgnatc.gQ\' 
Senator Mark Begich, N9lJ_yn_Budc:l@bcgicJ1lit:tlllt_c.~y 
Congressman Don Young, I:_<!niela.I2<1)'@rnaiU1srth""G·illl\1 
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KUKHANUK VL~ CUUNC!L 

KOKHANOK VILLAGE COUNCIL 

July 10, 2012 

P.O. BOX 1007 

KOKHANOK, ALASKA 99606-1007 

(907) 2.82-2202 • Tdc:.:phonc 
(907) 282~2264 - Facsimile 

Mr. Dennis Mclerran, Administrator 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 

Seattle, WA 98101 

Via Email:.mclerran.dennis@epa.gov 

Our members recently became aware of the draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. It is very 

disappointing to us that EPA has chosen to hold public meetings so quickly after the draft assessment 

was published and as summer begins in Alaska. Given that summer is a critically important time of year 

for our people, we respectfully request an extension of the comment period for the assessment until 

October to allow us time to fully review the document and to meaningfully comment on its content. 

We appreciate the time and meetings you have held with us thus far, but as you know, they 

have mainly been to talk about process and time frames; not the content and implications of the 

assessment. The EPA has never informed us about what they have compiled or any information 

contained in the assessment. 

As this is such an important issue to our shareholders, tribal members, and community 

residents, we request an expedited consideration of our request to extend the public comment period 

until October so we can let out people know they will have sufficient time to properly evaluate the 

document and to comment on the draft assessment. Since the EPA chose to hold hearings in Seattle to 

accommodate for the schedules of Bristol Bay commercial fisherman, we hope similar consideration will 

be given to the native residents of Alaska who use this time of year for a range of culturally important 

matters. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Sincerely, 

Terry Mann 

Kokhanok Village Council President 

~·~ 
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July 23, 2012 

Environmental Protection Agency 
(sent via email message) 

Dennis Mclerra ~===~"'-""-======:._;;_ 

Richard Parkin=~:.:.:..:.:.==~=====...::.. 

Re: Request for extension of public comment period 
Docket# EPA-HQ-ORED-2012-0276 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Pedro Bay Corporation (PBC), the village corporation for the federally recognized tribe of Pedro 
Bay Village, was established by Congress under the 1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(ANCSA). ANCSA mandated the creation of both regional and village corporations, each 
charged with corporate stewardship of money and lands under the settlement. 

Pedro Bay, Alaska is located on the Alaska Peninsula, at the head of Pedro Bay and the east end 
of lliamna Lake, 176 air miles southwest of Anchorage. Pedro Bay is a Dena'ina Indian village 
with a subsistence lifestyle. 

PBC's mission is to serve its shareholders by optimizing profits and providing dividends and 
benefits while preserving our heritage and managing our premier lands. 

Therefore, we would like to respectfully request that the EPA extend its public comment period 
for Docket# EPA-HQ-ORED-2012-0276 until November 6, 2012. This will create more time for 
the shareholders of Pedro Bay, Alaska and those concerned with the lands of this area to make 
their comments and be heard. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Aaberg 
President of the Board of Directors 
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July 18, 2012 

Mr. Dennis McLerran, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
RA 140 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Office of Environmental Information Docket, Mail Code 28225 
Docket #EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20450 

RE: Extension request for EPA draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment Public Comment 
Period 

Dear Mr. McLerran: 

The Aleut Corporation is one of twelve Alaska Native corporations established under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (AN CSA) of 1971. Our corporation is made up of over 3,700 
shareholders, of which a third live in the Aleutian region of Alaska. Our corporation is 
headquartered in Anchorage, Alaska and we conduct business throughout Alaska and the "Lower 
48" states. 

We appreciate the importance of due process and consultation between federal agencies and our 
corporation. We also appreciate the need to consult with our shareholders on topics which may 
affect them, and to protect their opportunity to provide meaningful feedback to regulatory agencies. 
The release of the draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment came at the beginning of an extremely 
busy and traditionally important season for Alaska Natives; subsistence hunting and fishing, along 
with commercial fishing. Residents and stakeholders, who have been away from their homes, have 
not been given the time to study and understand the complex nature of this issue; one that affects 

their land and their lives. 

We join our Bristol Bay neighbors in expressing concern over the rushed nature of the consultation 
process on the watershed assessment and request that your agency grant an extension of no less 
than 180 days to the public comment period which will allow residents to have the meaningful 
participation they deserve. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

President, 
Aleut Corporation 
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Anchorage Office • 3900 C Street 801 •Anchorage, Alaska 99503-5963 • 907.339.6000 • FAX 907,339.6028 • LS00.770,2772 

.)f9pe 
nal corpomtion 

Headquarters • PO Box 129 • Barrow, Alaska 99723-0129 • 907.852.8533 or 907.852.8633 • FAX 907.852.5733 
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July 2012 

Mr. Dennis McLerran, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
RA140 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle,\IVA 98101 

Office of Environmental Information Docket, Mail Code 28225 
Docket No. EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N\IV 
\l\Tashington, DC 20450 

RE: EPA draft Bristol Bay \l\Tatershed Assessment Public Comment Period 

Dear Mr. McLerran: 

Sealaska Corporation has always appreciated the importance of due process and 
consultation between federal agencies, tribal entities and Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (AN CSA) corporations. ANCSA corporations should consult with 
their tribal-shareholders on topics which may affect them, and to protect their 
opportunity to provide meaningful feedback to regulatory agencies. 

The release of the draft Bristol Bay \l\Tatershed Assessment came at the beginning 
of an extremely busy and traditionally important season for Alaska Natives
when Native people in that region were participating in subsistence hunting and 
fishing. In the area which may see the greatest impact from the \l\Tatershed 
Assessment, residents were also busy taking advantage of the commercial fishing 
season. Commercial fishing is extremely important for the livelihood in Alaska. 

907.586.1512 907.586.2304 
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Mr. Dennis McLerran July 24, 2012 

I am concerned over the rushed nature of the consultation process on the 
watershed assessment. I am requesting that your agency grant an extension of 
no less than 180 days to the public comment period. Under the current timeline, 
the opportunity to comment is obscured by the need to capitalize on commercial 
and subsistence opportunities; an additional 180 days will allow residents of 
Southwest Alaska to have the meaningful participation they deserve. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Albert Kookesh, Chairman 
Sealaska Corporation 
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Native Village Of Eklutna 
26339 Eklutna Village Road, Chugiak, AK 99567 

July 12, 2012 

Mr. Dennis Mclerran, Regional Ms. Lisa Jackson 

Administrator USEPA Headquarters 

EPA Region X Ariel Rios Building 

RA 140 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 Washington, DC 29460 

Seattle, WA 98101 Jackson.lisp@epa.gov 

Office of Environmental Information (OEI) Docket (Mail Code 28225) 

Docket# EPA-HQ-ORD-20'1-0276 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 

Washington DC 20450 

ORD. Docket (aj.epa,gQV 

RE: Request for Extension of Public Comment 

Period EPA Draft Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The Native Village of Eklutna is a federally recognized Tribe with over 175 tribally enrolled members. The 

Tribe settled in the Anchorage Bowl over 800 years ago and is the oldest inhabited location in the 

Anchorage area. 

EPA-7609-0003199 _0027 



Native Village Of Eklutna 
26339 Eklutna Village Road, Chugiak, AK 99567 

The Native Village of Eklutna joins with the Cook Inlet Region Inc and supports the request of the South 

Naknek Tribe to extend the comment period for the recently released Watershed Assessment of the 

Nushagak and Kvichak drainages. 

There is a cultural bond among the Alaska Native Peoples. The nucleus of that bond is the subsistence 

activities during the summer months. The intensity of that practice leaves little opportunity to study 

complex reports to determine the impact to our way of life. Let alone; leave our summer activities to 

attend conferences, seminars and workshops to learn about the full impact of the action taken as a 

result of the conclusions drawn in the report. 

Like CIRI, we have come to appreciate the importance of due process and consultation between federal 

agencies and our Native Organizations. However, our actions as Tribal Leaders are governed by the will 

of our Tribal members. There is simply not enough time for them to learn the report and have any 

consultation with the Tribal Council. 

Therefore, we urge the EPA grant an extension of no less than 180 days so that our friends in Southwest 

Alaska can be afforded the opportunity to fully participate and comment in this critically important 

matter. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Native Village of Eklutna, 

Lee Stephan 

President, 
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DOYON 
Limited* 

July 16, 2012 

Via E-mail: mclerran.dennis@epa.gov 

Dennis McLerran, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region l 0 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 9810 I 

RE: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Dear Administrator McLerran: 

I write to raise the issue of the timing of public review and comment in your agency's 
recently released Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment. We ask that EPA extend its public 
comment process by at least sixty days and work to ensure true and comprehensive Tribal 
consultations occur with all affected Alaska Tribes and Alaska Native Corporations. 

Doyon, Limited is the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act regional corporation for 
Interior Alaska. Doyon has more than 18,500 Alaska Native shareholders and more than 12.5 
million acres of land. Doyon follows regulatory issues broadly affecting lands in Alaska, thus 
our interest in the Assessment. Doyon has not yet assessed the underlying merits of the 
Assessment in the short time allowed, and reserves the right to submit its comments on the 
merits. 

We write because in our view the time allowed for public comment is far too short for 
meaningful participation in the public process. The Assessment is more than 1,200 pages; much 
of it very technical. It is unfair to the public to have only a sixty day period for full review and 
comment of such a long and complicated document. 

Moreover, the public review process does not allow for meaningful Tribal consultation 
and review by Tribes and Alaska Native Corporations. In our view. EPA should follow a 
process like that recently announced by the Department of Interior. where the agency takes extra 
effort and time to ensure meaningful participation and consultation with Tribes and Alaska 
Native Corporations when the proposed governmental action may have a direct impact on those 
organizations, their members or land. It is especially important when some Tribes and Alaska 
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Native Corporations may have different points of view that all have a meaningful opportunity to 
participate. 

Finally, we find it curious that the EPA would choose to hold its first public hearing in 
Seattle to address an Alaska issue. We understand that the location and timing of this hearing 
was to accommodate the schedules of fishermen living in the Pacific Northwest who fish in 
Bristol Bay in the summers. We believe that EPA should similarly accommodate rural Alaska 

Natives and both extend the public comment process and hold hearings in the fall to allow those 
people the chance to focus on subsistence and commercial fishing during the short summer 
months. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (907) 459-2000. 

~,';;esident and CEO 
Doyon, Limited 
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EGEGIK VILLAGg TRIBAL COUNCIL 

289 Airport Road 
PO Box 29 

Egegik, AK 99579 
Ph: 907-233-2211FAX907-233~2312 
E-mail: egegiktribaloffl~~@l§l.!1Q.Q£.9.D.l 

WHEREAS ........ Egegik Village Council has voted to J:-equest the 
Environmental Protection Agency to change the deadline for 
publj.c comment regarding the Bristol Bay WateJ:-shed Assessment 
from July 23, 2012 (Docket # EPA HQORD - 2112-0276) to the end 
of October, 2012. 

WHERBAS ......... EPA (Env;lJ:-onrnental Protection Agency) has not agreed 
to extend the deadline as per (the News Article that was 
published by BBNC (Bristol Bay Native Corporation) dated 
07/05/2012, entitled "BBNC cormnends f!',J?A ded.sj.on not to extend 
deadline." 

WHEREAS ......... the Egegik Village Council requests that the decision 
to not extend the hearings by EPA BE AMENDED to accept final 
comments be moved to the 3rd week of October, 2012. The purpose 
for extending the deadline of July 23, 2012 would allow the 
commercia.l fishermen, the berry pickers, and moose and caribou 
hunters to complete their annual harvests. The July 23, 2012 
deadline for public comment .r.ega.r.ding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment proposed by El?A j.s in direct conflict wit.h "our" most 
busy time of year. 

WHE::REAS ........ the Tribes, Villages, Ci ties / Bor:'oughs and 
Municipality's of Bristol Bay need to digest aod determine ''ALL" 
consequences of the Watershed Assessment on all USE, including 
and not limited to land use, recreational and development 
activities on those lands that the Bristol Bay Watershed 
encompasses. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED ..... the J!',gegik Village Council has voted 
to request the EPA to have the final comment deadline be moved 
from July 23, 2012 to the 3rd week of October which would give 
mor.e time fo.r. all public corrunent regarding the (Docket # EP.A 
HQORD - 2112- 0276) be heard. 
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Dated this 13th day of July, 2012. 

~~~h l•si:_h_'_f __ ~:;rD-eJ.g ., c ie Be'n CheJ:-nikoff, Chief 

~r(l~easurer fa6e,;t1e_ ~-
Roberta Alto, Secretary 

Gerald Alto, Council Member 

/~ P'/ ,...<.....e~,e...e. 
Richard Deigh, Elder 
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Chignik Lagoon Village Council 
PO Box 09 

Chignik Lagoon, AK 99565 
907-840-2281 
FAX 840-2217 

WHEREAS ........ Chignik Lagoon Village Council has voted to request the 
Environmental Protection Agency to change the deadline for public comment regarding 
the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment from July 23, 2012 (Docket# EPA HQORD -
2112-0276) to the end of October, 2012. 

WHEREAS ......... EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) has not agreed to extend the 
deadline as per (the News Article that was published by BBNC (Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation) dated 07/05/2012, entitled "BBNC commends EPA decision not to extend 
deadline." 

WHEREAS ......... the Chignik Lagoon Village Council requests that the decision to not 
extend the hearings by EPA BE AMENDED to accept final comments be moved to the 
3rd week of October, 2012. The purpose for extending the deadline of July 23, 2012 
would allow the commercial fishermen, the berry pickers, and moose and caribou 
hunters to complete their annual harvests. The July 23, 2012 deadline for public 
comment regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment proposed by EPA is in direct 
conflict with "our" most busy time of year. 

WHEREAS ........ the Tribes, Villages, Cities, Boroughs and Municipality's of Bristol Bay 
need to digest and determine "ALL" consequences of the Watershed Assessment on all 
USE, including and not limited to land use, recreational and development activities on 
those lands that the Bristol Bay Watershed encompasses. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED ... ;.the Chignik Lagoon Village Council has voted to 
request the EPA to tiave the final comment deadline be moved from July 23, 2012 to the 
3rd week of October which would give more time for all public comment regarding the 
(Docket# EPA HQORD - 2112- 0276) be heard. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~·~ 
Mr. Clemens Grunert Jr, ·President ' 
Chignik Lagoon Village Council 
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Chignik Bay Tribal Council 

P.O Box 50 

Chignik, Alaska 99564 

Phone (907) 7 49-2445 

Fax (907) 7 49-2423 

e-mail cbaytc@aol.com 

WHEREAS ... Chignik Bay Tribal Council has voted to request the Environmental 
Protection Agency to change the deadline for public comment regarding the Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment from July 23, 2012 (Docket# EPA HQORD - 2112-0276) to the 
end of October, 2012. 

WHEREAS ... EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) has not agreed to extend the 
deadline as per (the News Article that was published by BBNC (Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation) dated 07/05/2012, entitled "BBNC commends EPA decision not to extend 
deadline." 

WHEREAS ... the Chignik Bay Tribal Council requests that the decision to not extend the 
hearings by EPA BE AMENDED to accept final comments be moved to the 3rd week of 
October, 2012. The purpose for extending the deadline of July 23, 2012 would allow 
the commercial fishermen, the berry pickers, and moose and caribou hunters to 
complete their annual harvests. The July 23, 2012 deadline for public comment 
regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment proposed by EPA is in direct conflict 
with "our" most busy time of year. 

WHEREAS ... the Tribes, Villages, Cities, Boroughs and Municipality's of Bristol Bay 
need to digest and determine "ALL" consequences of the Watershed Assessment on all 
USE, including and not limited to land use, recreational and development activities on 
those lands that the Bristol Bay Watershed encompasses. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED ..... the Chignik Bay Tribal Council has voted to 
request the EPA to have the final comment deadline be moved from July 23, 2012 to 
the 3rd week of October which would give more time for all public comment regarding 
the (Docket# EPA HQORD - 2112- 0276) be heard. 

Sincerely, ~j}A. -;!~~~ 
Mr. Roderick ~~~dent 
Chignik Bay Tribal Council 
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Native Council of Port Heiden 
PO Box 49007 

Port Heiden, Alaska 99549 
907 -837 -2296 907 -837 -2297 (fax) 

RESOLUTION 12-1(5" 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY TO EXTEND THE PUBLIC COMMENT DEADLINE REGARDING THE 
BRISTOL BAY WATERSHED ASSESSMENT (DOCKET #EPA HQORD-2112-

0276) FROM JULY 23, 2012 TO THE THIRD WEEK OF OCTOBER 2012. 

WHEREAS: The Native Council of Port Heiden is a federal recognized sovereign Tribe 
as defined under 25 U.S.C. 1903 (8), and; 

WHEREAS: The Native Council of Port Heiden is the governing body of their Tribal 
enrolled members, and; 

WHEREAS: Port Heiden Village Council has voted to request the Environmental 
Protection Agency to change the deadline for public comment regarding the 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment from July 23, 2012 (Docket# EPA 
HQORD -2112-0276) to the end of October 2012; and 

WHEREAS: EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) has not agreed to extend the 
deadline as per the news article that was published by BBNC (Bristol Bay 
Native Corporation) dated 07/05/2012, entitled "BBNC Commends Decision 
Not to Extend Deadline."; and 

WHEREAS: The current deadline for public comment set for the date of July 23, 2012 
regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment proposed by EPA directly 
conflicts with the busiest time of the year for many Bristol Bay communities; 
and, 

WHEREAS: Extending the public comment deadline to the third week of October 2012 
would allow local commercial fishermen, berry pickers, and moose and 
caribou hunters to complete their annual harvest for their subsistence 
lifestyle; and, 

WHEREAS: The tribes, villages, cities, boroughs and municipalities of Bristol Bay 
require time to digest and determine all aspects and consequences of the 
Watershed Assessment on all use, including and not limited to recreational 
and developmental activities. 
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WHEREAS: By extending the deadline for the public comment on the Bristol Bay 
Watershed Assessment to the third week of October 2012, the EPA will 
provide a sufficient amount of time for the residents of the Bristol Bay area 
to contemplate and voice their support, concerns, and opinions on the 
Watershed Assessment. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Port Heiden Village Council, the 
Environmental Protection Agency shall extend the public comment 
deadline regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (Docket# 
EPA HQORD-2112-0276) from July 23, 2012 to the third week of 
October 2012. 

CERTIFICATION: 
This resolution was duly considered and adopted at a meeting of the Native Council of 

Port Heiden in Port Heiden Alaska on this day 4Z ~ of 

CJU ''1 '2012. 
7 

A~~ 
Tribal Council Member 

~!!~ 
'fribalCouncil Member 
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GYL 
Gana-A 'Yoo,. Limited 
6927 Old Seward Hwy Suite 101, Arn:horage, Ala.ska 99516 •Phone (907} 56S-9599 • Fa:.c {907) 569-9699 
P.O. Bo.x38, Galena,AK!!9741 o Phon9 (907)655-1006• Fax (907) 656-1609 

July 12. 2012 

Mr. Dennis McLerren 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

RE: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
Requesting 60 Day Extension on comment period 

Dear Mr. McLerran, 

Gana-A'Yoo Limited is formally requesting an extension period of I.he 60--day comment period 
for the Brisl.ot Bay Watershed Assessment to October 2012. The reason for the extension is to 
learn more about the 404 (c) Clean Wat.er Act and whal it could do to not onJy Native Lands but 
also the State of Alaska. 

We would like more Lime lo leam about the impacts Ibis could have on us and other Native 
organizations in Alaska.. This 404 {c) Clean Waler Act can have far reaching effects on my 
organh.alkm and we would like more time 1o understand lhis new regulation and anal}rzc the 
facts. 

Betty Huntlnglo~ CEO 
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July 12, 2012 

NAKNEK NATIVE VILLAGE 
P.O. BOX 210 .. Naknek,Alaska 99633 

Phone: 907 .246.4210"' Fax: 907 .246.3563 

We were recently given a quick overview of a Bristol Bay 
were given a short period of time to make comments. 

'tah.uv.r.. Native Village ,,,,_,..,...,. .... ,,, 
of Bristol Bay) and its 
are the most vulnerable to"'"'"""'""'" 
to be a proactive partner 
resources. 

~ ~.-.uu•~~ .. we appreciate the 
and quick presentation was not 

cornmuru.t'\i was in preparation 
a lot of the information. 

we 

in the 
oce:ans resources, 

we would 
pn>te<~m:m of coastal 

This information is very important to of our people and we need more time to study this 
assessment. Naknek Native , __ ,,..,, .... .,_,,.,.,respectfully requests an extension of the comment 

until at least October. 

/ 
Patrick E. 1--'~ttPr•~nn Jr., l'res1aem 
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We the undersigned constituents ask that you request the EPA to extend the time line they have put forth for 

review and response to the recently released Watershed Assessment. The suggested June hearing schedule 

is not sufficient for a meaningful review by region residents. Beginning now and throughout the summer 

we are focused on traditional summer activities in addition to our regular work schedules. We're asking our 

congressional representatives to respect our Alaskan traditions in the summer months and move the 

hearings to late October. Date: "- I v 

Printed Name Signature Address 
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We the undersigned constituents ask that you request the EPA to extend the time line they have put forth for 

review and response to the recently released Watershed Assessment. The suggested June hearing schedule 

is not sufficient for a meaningful review by region residents. Beginning now and throughout the summer 

we are focused on traditional summer activities in addition to our regular work schedules. We're asking our 

congressional representatives to respect our Alaskan traditions in the summer months and move the 

hearings to late October. Date: I / 

Printed Name Address 
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We the undersigned constituents ask that you request the EPA to extend the time line they have put forth for 

review and response to the recently released Watershed Assessment. The suggested June hearing schedule 

is not sufficient for a meaningful review by region residents. Beginning now and throughout the summer 

we are focused on traditional summer activities in addition to our regular work schedules. We're asking our 

congressional representatives to respect our Alaskan traditions in the summer months and move the 

hearings to late October. Date: ()--_T / 

Printed Name Address 
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